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EDUCATION
Ph.D.
1991
Princeton University, Department of Politics.   

M.A.
1987
Princeton University, Department of Politics  

B.A.
1984
University of California at Santa Cruz, Department of Politics 

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS
1997-

Associate Professor



Departments of Political Science & Philosophy



Criticism & Interpretive Theory


 
University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign (UIUC) 


1991 - 1997
Assistant Professor 

 

Department of Political Science 



University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign 




PUBLICATIONS
Books:


Living Ethically, Acting Politically 

Contestations Series (Cornell University Press, 1997). 

Articles published:


“Impersonal Matter” in New Materialisms, edited by Diana Coole & Samantha Frost 


(Duke University press, 2010), 116-136.


“There is no alternative” 


Theory & Event 12.2 (2009)


“Democracy and Economic Globalization,” 

International Perspectives on Democracy, edited by Peter Nardulli (University of Illinois Press, 2008).


“Mass Support for Power Politics in the Homeland” 



South Atlantic Quarterly 105:1 (Winter 2006), 217-240. 


“Charles Taylor and Feminism: From recognition of identity to a politics of the good,” 


Contemporary Philosophy in Focus: Charles Taylor. Edited by Ruth Abbey,



(Cambridge University Press, 2004): 140-165.


“The desire for freedom and the consumption of politics”



Philosophy & Social Criticism, 28(4) 2002): 395-417.

“The Value of Politics,"

Citizens and Politics: A Political Psychology Perspective, edited by James Kuklinski, (Cambridge University Press, 2001).


"Political Capitalism and the Consumption of Democracy" 


Democracy and Vision: Sheldon Wolin and the Vicissitudes of the Political.  Edited by Aryeh Botwinick and William E. Connolly, (Princeton University Press, 2001):138-60. 


“The art of despising oneself: The slavish roots of Nietzsche’s asceticism” 

International Studies in Philosophy XXXII/3 2000: 71-82.

“Beyond Identity and Difference,” Review Essay of Thick and Thin: Moral Argument at Home and Abroad and On Toleration by Michael Walzer. 


Political Theory 27(1) (February 1999): 140-149.    



Cheryl L. Cole and Melissa A. Orlie, Review Essay: "Hybrid Athletes, Monstrous 



Addicts, and Cyborg Natures,"



Journal of Sport History 22(3) (December 1995):229-239.  


"Forgiving Trespasses, Promising Futures" 



Feminist  Interpretations of Hannah Arendt, edited by Bonnie Honig 



(Pennsylvania State University Press, 1995):337-356. 


"Thoughtless Assertion and Political Deliberation"  



American Political Science Review 88(3) (September 1994):684-695.


"What Difference Does Difference Make?: The Politics of  Identity in Feminist Discourse" Critical Matrix (4-6) (Fall 1986):60-91. 

Manuscripts in Press, Under Contract or Review:

“Making sense of negative liberty: Berlin’s antidote to political rationalism” 



(Routledge, forthcoming 2013)  


“For the love of earthly life: Nietzsche’s late aesthetic turn” in The Aesthetic Turn in 


Political Theory, edited by Nikolas Kompridis (Continuum, forthcoming 2013)


“Postmodernism” Encyclopedia of Political Thought (Wiley Blackwell) (submitted 



October 2011).


“Recovering the vocation of political theory: Toward an ecological understanding of the 


political” in Radical Futures Past, edited by R. Coles, M. Reinhardt and G. 



Shulman (Kentucky, under review).

Manuscripts in Progress:


The Nietzsche we need now (book manuscript, anticipated submission: January 2013)


Changing Nature and Politics (a book manuscript in early stages on common and 


emerging ideas about nature, politics, and economics)


Local Wisdom (a collection of essays in progress on Socrates, Machiavelli, Montesquieu 


and Tocqueville, Darwin, Nietzsche, Simone Weil, D.W. Winnicott, Aldo 



Leopold, and Wendell Berry

Book Reviews:
Melissa A. Orlie, Review of Loneliness as a Way of Life by Thomas Dumm, Political Theory 37(6).

Melissa A. Orlie, Review of Turning Operations: Feminism, Arendt and Politics by Mary G. Dietz. Perspectives on Politics (2004). 

Melissa A. Orlie, Review of Theorizing Textual Subjects by Meili Steele.



Ethics ( July 1999).


Melissa A. Orlie, Review of Rethinking Generosity by Rommand Coles.  




American Political Science Review (December 1998). 


Melissa A. Orlie, Review of The Reluctant Modernism of Hannah Arendt by Seyla              

Benhabib.  Theory & Event 1(3) (July 1997). 



Melissa A. Orlie, Review of The Idea of Liberal Theory: A Critique and Reconstruction by David Johnston. The Journal of Politics 58(1) (February 1996):266-268. 


Melissa A. Orlie, Review of The Nietzsche Legacy in Germany, 1890-1990 by Steven E.                           

Aschheim. The Review of Politics 57(3) (Summer 1995):599-562.


Melissa A. Orlie, Review of Hannah Arendt: Politics, History  and Citizenship by                                       

Phillip Hansen.  American Political Science Review 88(4) (December                           

1994):976-977. 

HONORS & GRANTS
1999
Arnold O. Beckman Research Award, Humanities Released Time, Campus Research 
Board, UIUC (one semester leave from teaching)

1998 
Clarence A. Berdahl Political Science Award for Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching, 

UIUC 

1997 
Campus Honors Program, Course Development Grant for seminar on "Politics and 
Religion in America," UIUC 

1995 
Research Grant, Faculty Research Board, UIUC

1995 
Faculty Fellow, Program for the Study of Cultural Values and Ethics, UIUC (one 
semester leave from teaching)

1992 and regularly: "List of Teachers Ranked Excellent By Their Students" (UIUC)

PRESENTATIONS
By invitation:


“An aesthetic turn in utopian thinking” Beyond Utopia? Conference, UIUC, April 2012


“Why we need a new concept of the political” New York University, December 2009.


“Concepts of the Political and Nature in Arendt’s The Human Condition” University of Chicago, November 2009.


“The nature of love” Philosophy Department Conference, UIUC, May 2009.


“Making Sense of Negative Liberty” Conference on Isaiah Berlin, University of British Columbia, Vancouver, October 17-18, 2008 


“There is no alternative” Unit for Criticism Colloquium, spring 2008. 


“Impersonal Matter” New Materialisms conference, UIUC, February 2007.


“On the importance of being earnest: Shame, Irony and the Ideal” for a conference on Shame and its Affects, University of Illinois, February 2005.


“Markets, Democracy and Economic Globalization: Assessing the Political Prospects” in              
preparation for edited volume on Democracy in the 21st Century: Problems and              
Prospects , University of Illinois, October 2004.



"What matters?: The politics of freedom amid fraudulent hopes,” Department of Politics,              
University of California, Santa Cruz, April 2002.



“Desiring Freedom,” Department of Government & Foreign Affairs, University of              
Virginia, November 2000.


“Political capitalism, the desire for freedom, and the consumption of politics,” Center for              
Cultural Studies, University of California, Santa Cruz, May 2000.


“Political capitalism and the consumption of politics,” Unit for Criticism & Interpretive               
Theory Colloquium, UIUC, February 2000.


“Stretched and Struggling Souls: Nietzsche’s Ethics Reconsidered,” Conference on the               
Politics of Detachment, Northwestern University, May 1999.


"Desiring Freedom: Nietzsche and Democracy," American Philosophical Association              
Eastern Division Annual Meeting, December 1998. 


"Nietzsche's slaves desire freedom!" Department of Political Science, Northwestern              
University, October 1998. 


"Political Thinking as Limit Experience," Feminist Theory Conference, Western Political               
Science Association Annual Meeting, March 1997. 


"The politics of conscience," Incorporations: The Eventfulness of Rhetoric, 



Critical Practice & Public Culture Conference, UIUC, March 1996.  



"A crisis of the subject-citizen," Department of Political Science, Indiana



 University, November 1995.


"Forgiving Trespasses, Promising Futures," American Philosophical Association,             

Western Division Annual Meeting, March 1995.  


"The Contemporary Imagination of Power," XIIIth World Congress of Sociology,               
Bielefeld Germany, July 1994. 


"Forgiving Trespasses, Promising Futures," University of Maryland, College Park,               
February 1994.

 
"A Political Ethos of Conscience," Unit for Criticism & Interpretive Theory Colloquium,              
UIUC, December 1993.


Roundtable Discussion: Democracy & Education, History of Education Conference,              
October 1993. 

"Political Perspectivism," Vassar College, February 1991.   

"American Thoughtlessness: The Denial of Location and the Flight from Power,”


University of California, Berkeley, February 1990. 


"Beyond "Contemplation without Interest" and Interest without Contemplation,


University of Minnesota, February 1990. 

"Locating Power: Theorizing the Convergence of Powerlessness and Privilege," Amherst


College, December 1989.  


"Conscious Pariah," New School for Social Research, February 1989.


Conference papers:


“Beyond political economy” Western Political Science Association Annual Meeting, 


March 2012.


“The Scale of Life: Changing Nature and Politics” American Political 



Science Association Annual Meeting, Washington, DC , September 2010.


“Democracy, Ethics, and an Ecological Concept of the Political” American Political 



Science Association Annual Meeting, Washington, DC , September 2010.

“Why We Need a New Concept of the Political” American Political Science Association Annual Meetings, Toronto, 2009.

“Parallel political economies” American Political Science Association Annual Meetings, Chicago 2007.

"Why we are not lacking: Nietzsche’s impersonal sources of affirmation,” American Political Science Association Annual Meetings, September , 2004. 

“Walking in the Nietzschean Moment,” American Political ScienceAssociation Annual Meeting, August 2003.

“Creating the self, creating the demos: Nietzsche, Emerson, Freud,” Midwest Political Science Association, April 2002.

“Nietzsche, Emerson, Freud: Between Past and Future,” American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, San Francisco, September 2001.

“Walking Meditation: Nietzsche’s Eternal Return,” Western Political Science Association Annual Meeting, March 2001.

“Freedom under the whip: Nietzsche’s longing for truth,” American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, September 2000.

“The Desire for Freedom and the Consumption of Democracy,” American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, September 1999.

"Living Ethically Nike Style, or how to transcend history immanently" North American Society for the Sociology of Sport, November 1997 (with Cheryl L. Cole).

"Spirit Matters," American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, September 1997. 

"The Politics of Conscience," American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, September 1995.

"Political Conscience: Forgiving & Promising," American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, September 1994. 

"A Political Ethos of Conscience," Midwestern Political Science Association Annual Meeting, April 1994.  


"Political Conscience," Society for Utopian Studies Annual Meeting, November 1993.  


"The Contemporary Imagination of Power: Reading the Headless Body Politic,"                          

American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, September 1993.


"Reading the Headless Body Politic: Hobbes, Foucault, and the Imagination of Power,"                           

Midwest Political Science Association Annual Meeting, April 1993.


"Forgiving and Promising," Society for Utopian Studies Annual Meeting, November                           

1992. 



"The 'Governmentality' of a Headless Body Politic," Northeastern Political Science                             

Association Annual Meeting, November 1991.  


"Thinking with Arendt and Foucault about Gay and Lesbian Politics," American Political                             

Science Association Annual Meeting, September 1990.


"Pariah or Parvenu?" Annual Gay and Lesbian Studies Conference, Yale University,                               

October 1989. 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
Editorial:

2000-2002
Editorial Board, The Journal of Sport and Social Issues
1995 - 1999
Editorial Board, Educational Theory
1987 - 1988
Editor, Critical Matrix (a working paper series of interdisciplinary 



and feminist studies, Princeton University) 

Manuscript Review:

 Journals:

American Political Science Review


Political Theory


Journal of Politics

Journal of the History of Ideas 

Polity 

Theory&Event


American Quarterly


Contemporary Political Theory


Philosophy & Economics


Signs: A Journal of Women in Culture and Society


Hypatia


Sexualities


Social Politics


Educational Theory


Sport & Social Issues

Presses:

Princeton University Press


Cornell University Press

University of Minnesota Press

Columbia University Press


Rowman & Littlefield


Routledge


University of Illinois Press

Professional Duties: 

Discipline:

2010
Member, Easton Book Award Committee, Foundations of Political              Thought, American Political Science Association


2008
Chair, Leo Strauss Award for Best Dissertation, American Political                                       

Science Association 

2004
Program Chair, Foundations of Political Thought, American                                                 
Science Association Annual Meeting


2002
Appointed Chair, Committee on the Status of Gays & Lesbians in the                                              

Profession, American Political Science Association


2001-2003
Appointed Member, Committee on the Status of Gays & Lesbians in the                                          

Profession, American Political Science Association


2001

Panel organizer, American Political Science Association Annual Meeting


2000

Panel organizer, American Political Science Association Annual Meeting


1999

Panel chair, American Political Science Association Annual Meeting

1998

Panel moderator, Association of Politics and the Life Sciences


1998

Panel discussant (twice), Western Political Science Association Annual Meeting

1997

Panel discussant, American Political Science Association Annual Meeting


1996    
Panel chair & discussant, American Political Science Association Annual Meeting

1995

Panel organizer, American Political Science Association Annual Meeting

1995

Panel chair, American Political Science Association Annual Meeting

1994

Panel organizer, Midwestern Political Science Association Annual Meeting

1994

Panel organizer, American Political Science Association Annual Meeting

1993

Panel discussant, History and Social Science Annual Conference

1992

Panel discussant, Midwestern Political Science Association Annual Meeting

University:


2010-2012
Elected member, Faculty Senate


2010-2011
Faculty & Staff Benefits, Faculty Senate


2010-2012
Faculty Senate Student Discipline Committee


2002-2004
Chair, Program Subcommittee, Graduate College, UIUC


2002-2004
Appointed Member, Executive Committee, Graduate College, UIUC


2001-2002
Appointed Member, Program Subcommittee, Graduate College, UIUC


2000-2002
Elected Member, Executive Committee, Graduate College, UIUC


2000-2002
Elected Member, Faculty Senate, UIUC


2001-2002
Committee Member, Faculty Senate Committee on Faculty Benefits


2000-2001
Committee Member, Faculty Senate on University Student Life


1999-2000
Member, Graduate College, Social Science Curriculum Review 



Committee, UIUC

1998

Campus Honors Program Presentation, UIUC


1997

Faculty Representative, Chancellor's Conference (appointed by 
              Academic Vice-Chancellor) 

1997

Admissions Review, Campus Honors Program, UIUC 

1996

Campus Honors Program Presentation, UIUC

1994

Participant, Writing Across the Curriculum, UIUC 

College:


2011-2012
Appointed Member, LAS College By Laws Committee

1998 - 1999
Advisory Committee, LAS Learning Communities (appointed by Dean) 


1997 -1999
 Member, Executive Committee, Illinois Program for Research in the Humanities, UIUC (appointed by Dean)

1997 - 1999
Member, LAS General Education Council, UIUC (appointed by Dean)

1996 - 1998
Elected member, Advisory committee, Unit for Criticism &  
                         

Interpretive Theory, UIUC

1996 - 1998
Member, Courses and Curriculum Committee, Women's Studies  
                         

Program, UIUC

1996

Faculty Mentor, Summer Research Opportunities Program, UIUC 


1995 - 1996
Faculty Advisory Committee, "Incorporations: The Eventfulness                                          
of Rhetoric, Critical Practice, and Public Culture,” UIUC Conference 

1996

Panel moderator, Graduate Student Philosophy Conference, UIUC

1994

Panel moderator, Feminist Theory Workshop, UIUC 

1994

Respondent, Unit for Criticism & Interpretive Theory Colloquium, UIUC

1992 -    
Member, General Council, Women's Studies Program, UIUC   

1992

Respondent, Unit for Criticism & Interpretive Theory Colloquium, UIUC

Department:




2009-2010
Chair, Capricious Grading


2001-2002
Chair, Capricious Grading Committee

            1997 - 1998
Elected member, Advisory Committee to Department Head,                                                              

Political Science, UIUC

1997 - 1998
Organizer, Cline Symposium on Values in Public Life, UIUC 

1997 - 1998
Department Affirmative Action Officer, Political Science, UIUC


1997 - 1998
Member, Courses & Curriculum Committee, Political Science, UIUC 1997 

Appointed member, Graduate Program Review Committee, Political                                     
Science, UIUC

1995 - 1996
Elected member, Capricious Grading Committee, Political Science, UIUC 


1993 - 1994
Elected member, Advisory Committee to Department Head,          Political                           
Science, UIUC


 

1993 - 1994
Member, Courses & Curriculum Committee, Political Science, UIUC

1993

Member, Graduate Courses and Curriculum Review Committee,                                          
Political Science, UIUC

1993 -
            Library Liaison, Political Science, UIUC

1992 - 1993
Teaching Awards committee, Political Science, UIUC 

1992

Target of Opportunity Hiring Committee, Political Science, UIUC 

1991 -

Political Philosophy Area Committee, Political Science, UIUC   

Professional Association Participation:

American Political Science Association

Midwestern Political Science Association

Western Political Science Association

Northeastern Political Science Association

American Philosophical Association

Society for Utopian Studies

International Sociological Association

Community Service:


Buddhist practice and philosophy instructor, Prairie Sangha, Urbana, IL


Theory and practice of Psychoanalysis reading group founding member, Contemporary 


Psychoanalytic Interest Society, Champaign, IL  

TEACHING
Courses:


(Subheadings represent completely different versions of a course)


Undergraduate:
Introduction to Political Theory (PolS270)



Themes in the History of Political Theory 


Politics and Ethics, Freedom and Responsibility




Feminist Political Theory




The History of Feminist Political Theory


Gender and Political Theory 





Classical Political Theory (PolS371)




Modern Political Theory (PolS372)

The Politics of the State and Conscience 


The Politics of the French Revolution

Contemporary Political Theory: Special Topics (PolS377)



Theories of Power





Radical Political Thought 




 

Marx/Nietzsche/Freud



The Politics and Practices of Freedom



The Politics of Globalization


The Moral Sense




Politics and Religion in America 



Buddhism, Ethics, Politics (PS391)



Graduate:




Special Topics in Political Theory 



Modernity and Postmodernity

Democracy and the Public Sphere



Political Ontologies of Globalization 

Political Theory in the Wake of Heidegger



Reading Nietzsche & Freud: Subjectivity, Ideals and Practices of Freedom


History of Political Theory Proseminar 



Contemporary Political Theory 



Graduate Students:


Dissertation Chair:


Radhika Mongia, Speech Communications, UIUC  


Dissertation Committee:


Michael Scocille, Philosophy, UIUC (current) 


Boatema Boateng, Institute for Communications Research, UIUC 


Jill Conway, Medical Scholars Program & Philosophy, UIUC


Dorie Geissler, Kinesiology, UIUC



Paul Hendrickson, Philosophy, UIUC


Lisa King, Philosophy, UIUC


Samantha King, Kinesiology, UIUC


Natasha Levinson, Educational Policy Studies, UIUC


Laura Nelson, English, UIUC


Derrick O-Connell, Philosophy, UIUC


Carrie Rentscheler, Institute for Communications Research, UIUC 


Michael Scoville, Philosophy, UIUC


Julie Varvarro, Educational Policy Studies, UIUC



Initial Placement:


Boatema Boateng, University of California, San Diego (tenure-track)


Jill Conway, University of Pennsylvania (residency)


Paul Hendrickson, Ohio University


Samantha King, University of Arizona (tenure-track)


Lisa King, Colorado State University


Natasha Levinson, Kent State University (tenure-track)


Radhika Mongia, University of California, Santa Cruz (tenure-track)


Carrie Rentscheler, McGill University (tenure-track)


Michael Scoville, Eastern Michigan University (tenure-track)


